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Grand Rapids, Wlichigan:
An Historical Duroey o

Thnugh nf[en perceiued as an mhe City of Grand Rapids, Michigan, later known as
. X the Furniture Capital of the World began as a small
UUE“Uhm"“"!I'U []U[ﬂh region trading post on the banks of the Grand River, estab-
hu thB rest ﬂf thE Sta[B, Gmnd lished by Louis Campau, a Detroiter of French heritage. On
. i - March 7, 1834, the township of Kent was organized, and on
Haplds contains @ fﬂf maore dlUBfSE February 16, 1842, the name of the township was changed
set of immigrants than l:[lmml]lﬂu to Grand Rapids. It was from this township, and that of

Walker, incorporated December 30, 1837, that the village,

understood. In the DTBSE“['UBU and later the city of Grand Rapids evolved.! The village was

these include the Polish. Lithuanians incorporated by legislative act on April 5, 1838, and for the

next twelve years there was a steady growth in population.?

Bosnians, Uietnamese, Mesicans, In 1850  city charter was adopted and the village became

and other groups fr[]m around the a city.? Ethnicall.y, Grand Rapids today is thought to have a
N o population that is made up of people largely of Netherlandic

U.l[]rld. Hctive in the UU“‘"“"“[!J (Dutch) and Polish extraction, as far as its white population

f[]r dgcadgs and [hB IEH[""!] S[:h[]laf is concerned. The German-American element of the popula-
tion has been assimilated to such a degree that one rarely

Uf [hB BEfmaﬂ—HmEfiﬁﬂn B“DB”E“[:B thinks of Grand Rapids as having a German-American com-

in Uest miﬂhigﬂﬂ, Wilhelm SEEgEf ponent. But this was not always the case. Although the

i German-American population was never as large as the
leads us thf[]l]gh the hlstﬂfg Dutch, it was at one time of significant size and played an
[]f this remarkable group. important role in the life of the city.

Immanuel Lutheran Church, se corner of E Division
and E Bridge (Michigan Street).
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